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Introduction

Forensic entomology is a field of forensic science which involves the scientific study of
insects and other arthropods in a legal context, this can include using the insects to help:

e Provide an estimation of the post-mortem interval (PMI), or the minimum amount of
time that has that has elapsed between insect colonisation and when the body was
discovered (PMIin) (Amendt et al., 2004; Villet et al., 2010).

e Victim identification (de Lourdes Chavez-Briones et al., 2013).

e Both human and animal neglect where the victims can be both alive or deceased
(Benecke and Lessig, 2001; McGarry et al., 2018).

e Detect drugs in decomposing tissues (Carvalho et al., 2001).

While forensic entomology is a small and niche part of forensic science it is a vital part
none the less, and should be delivered as such on a Forensic Science course.

This pilot study aimed to give a brief overview of the teaching and research into
Forensic Entomology within the UK, from a prospective student's point of view. Both
undergraduate and postgraduate courses were reviewed and evaluated, as well as any
available data on current UK registered forensic entomologists was gathered. It also
looked at completed PhD's and any published journal articles again with a entomological
focus.
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Discussion/Conclusion

A BSc Forensic Science degree is offered by 35 universities across the United Kingdom,
however only 11 which is just under a third currently state that they offer forensic
entomology as part of the teaching and learning on the degree. This number drops
dramatically for postgraduate learning and research, with only 7 Masters degrees and 1
advertised PhD being offered at the time this research was conducted. Other self
funded PhD's may be/are available upon approaching a university.

It is however, at undergraduate level where the student's interest needs to be
created. Student's who are studying on forensic science courses should be made aware of
what Forensic Entomology is, what it entails, how insects can be used as evidence
and how they can get involved in research within this field.

This lack of an initial introduction at undergraduate level, seems to have a knock-on
effect for post graduate research. Less than 7% of Forensic Science research theses
produced in the last 10 years have been based on Forensic Entomology. For research in
this field to grow the knowledge needs to be gained and developed right from the start
of the degree.

Further research (in the form of a questionnaire) is needed to see if any of the other
Forensic Science courses on offer in the UK do include any forensic entomology within any
modules. Questions should be asked of each university that offer BSc Forensic Science to
assess if they do cover forensic entomology and how in depth the coverage of this subject
is, in addition if any final year projects have had an entomology subject matter.
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