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Feb 4-5 Postgraduate Forum
Venue: Linacre College, Oxford
Convenor: Claire Dooley 

Mar 6 Verrall Lecture by Professor Michael T. Siva-Jothy
Venue: Flett Lecture Hall, Natural History Museum
Bed Bugs: An emergent problem and an excellent model
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Convenors: David Shuker and Leigh Simmons
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COVER PICTURE

The photograph on the front cover of this issue shows a male specimen
of the critically endangered Greek Red Damsel, Pyrrhosoma elisabethae

Schmidt, 1948. In 2009 it was reported that, “No more than 14 localities
have yet been identified, at several of which it has subsequently
become extinct.” Corfu holds a globally important population of this
species, and the specimen on the cover of this issue was found at a
spring-fed stream on the island in June 2012. (See article by Peter
Sutton in this issue, page 221).

Photo: © Peter Sutton
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Where did the summer go? Autumn/
winter already and I can’t remember
what the sun looks like! But, hopefully,
this Antenna will provide will provide
a celebration of collections and
entomological resources and travels
wide and far.  

In this edition Pete Sutton writes
passionately about adventures on
Corfu inspired by the Durrell family,
while Anita and John Hollier recount
the two year expedition of de Saussure
to the West Indies and Mexico. The
work of the pioneer conservator,
Elizabeth Denyer is described by Sonja
Drimmer and Dick Vane-Wright. The
butterfly theme is then carried through
to John Badmin’s article about the UK
national Lepidoptera collection being
made into an electronic resource. And,
who would have thought that Owl

butterflies were lizard mimics, see the fascinating article by Steve Martin on the
work of David Stradling. Ideas that have been developed and explored further by
Philip Howes in his forthcoming book which will be reviewed in a future edition.

Please submit articles, reviews or any other copy to Antenna via email to
antenna@royensoc.co.uk. This enables submissions to be tracked and processed,
and the copy bank to continue to be developed.  

When submitting material please send the final copy to us, as an MS word file
with low resolution pictures and figures embedded where relevant to the narrative.
If you wish to discuss a submission, or seek advice on whether we would encourage
submission of an article then we welcome short synopsis.

When submitting copy then we do require the figures and pictures to be sent
separately as high resolution picture files, preferably JPEG or TIFF formats (see
previous Antenna’s for a note on picture resolution). And finally, please remember
to submit a picture, contact details and a short (approximately 100 words)
biography of yourself and co-authors.  

Greg Masters

EDITORIAL

CORRESPONDENCE

We are writing to correct an identification that appeared in Antenna 36(2). Having
had an opportunity to examine the specimens in more detail, we can confirm that
the supposed lice (Insecta: Phthiraptera) referred to as Ischnocera in Antenna 36(1)
and Amblycera in Antenna 36(2), are actually beetle larvae. These are probably
leiodid larvae (family Leiodidae, Superfamily Staphylinoidea), as identified with
the assistance of Max Barclay and Roger Booth of the Coleoptera section at the
Natural History Museum, London, UK. The misidentification of these specimens
as Amblycera was due to an examination of a low resolution image; only with very
detailed study at high magnification was it obvious that the specimens are not
Phthiraptera. As Palma noted in his letter published in Antenna 36(2), parasitic
lice are very rarely found away from the host and, if this does occur, their
prevalence is much lower than the 55% noted in the original paper.

Anne Goodenough, Adam Hart and Vince Smith

Birds Nest Faunas – Errata

Guidelines
for

submitting
photographs

To maintain a high quality we suggest
that submissions for Antenna be
presented via e-mail or on CD. Files
must be in a PC-compatible format
preferably in MS Word.

Electronic images can be
embedded in the Word document but
we will also require separate
electronic images. These images
should be at least 300dpi at an image
size that is either equal to, or greater
than the expected final published
size.

Please do not submit images that
have been printed from a computer
on a domestic inkjet or laser printer.
Even if the camera is a good one and
photo quality paper is used, the
graininess is very hard to deal with. If
plain paper is used, the prints are
virtually unusable.

Photos taken on film should ideally
be submitted as slides or as reasonable
sized prints for us to scan or
alternatively they can be scanned in
by authors provided the scanner is
capable of scanning at up to 1200dpi.

If an image is intended for the
front cover then the photograph
should be in portrait format (i.e. the
shape of the final image) and will
need to be quite a large file size (at
least 5,000kb) or a good quality slide
or print.

To give an idea as to what happens
when the image is not of sufficient
size, take a look at these two
photographs. One is 300dpi and the
other is 72dpi.

300dpi

72dpi
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The Butterfly,
Owl or Lizard

by Stephen J Martin

in memory of Dr. David Stradling FRES

Butterflies in the genera Caligo and
Eryphanis are commonly referred to as
Owl butterflies because people have
long said that the two large and
conspicuous eyespots on the
undersides of their hindwings resemble
an owls’ face. Owl butterflies are often
seen in zoos and tropical butterfly
houses and should be familiar to all
readers of Antenna as David
Attenborough is shown holding one to
illustrate image quality. The role of the
conspicuous eyespots found on these
butterflies has been the subject of
much speculation and debate and was
a subject close to entomologist David
Stradlings’ heart. Over 25 years ago he
suggested that maybe the owl
butterflies were actually mimicking
the head of lizards or frogs (Stradling,
1976). Since then his interest in these
butterflies continued and he was
finally able to show (in Trinidad) that
their mimic model was also their main
predator, a gecko lizard. This was
recently published in Living World, the
Journal of The Trinidad and Tobago
Field Naturalists’ Club (Quesnel &
Stradling, 2012). Because of the
limited distribution of this journal and
the interesting back story to his initial
work, David was intending to write an
article about his beloved butterflies for
Antenna and so share his findings with
members and fellows of the Royal
Entomological Society of which he had
been a long-term member. However,
over the summer David lost a long
running battle with his illness. He will
be sadly missed to all who knew and
worked with him, especially those
involved with his pioneering work
with the Whitley Wildlife Trust and
Paignton Zoo.

It would be a great shame if David’s
story died with him. Luckily, over the
summer he recounted it to me and
passed on the key images that he
intended to use in the Antenna article,
which, once seen, will mean that you
will likely never view owl butterflies in
the same light again.

His ‘eureka’ moment happened
while working in the Trinidad & Tobago
University museum where he was
sorting through their butterfly
collection. He had a box of pinned owl
butterflies on his desk. As with all
butterflies, they are mounted with their
wings spread out horizontally but many
of the Owl butterflies are also mounted
‘upside-down’ so that their impressive
under-wing eye-spots can be seen.
While working someone knocked on
the door of his office, David placed his
notebook on the glass cover of the
collection box and dealt with the
visitor. When he returned to his desk he
noticed that his notebook was covering
half of one of the butterflies, and
suddenly he saw the head of a lizard
imprinted into the wing of the
butterfly. Everything else fell into place
quickly. Caligo’s can never display both
eyespots at the same time, so the ‘owl
face’ is only ever seen in pinned
museum collections, since they always
rest with their wings folded (Fig. 1A).
At rest the eyespots are always exposed

since they are only on the under-wings.
Also, as the butterflies always rest on
tree trunks of large branches, the
imprinted lizard head is in the correct
orientation. But as they say ‘a picture
counts for a thousand words’ and
although David published his initial
ideas way back in 1976 in the first ever
volume of Ecological Entomology
(Stradling, 1976) he had decades until
photoshop allowed him to
superimpose the images of the local
common gecko (Thecadactylus
rapicauda) (Fig. 1B) onto Caligo
illioneus (Fig. 1C). This illustrates just
how close features of the lizard, such as
the relative sizes and positioning of
their eye-spot and ear-spot
(tympanum), are mimicked by the
butterfly. David believed that the
Caligo and Eryphanis genera may have
diversified across the rainforests of
Mexico, Central, and South America
matching a wide range of locally
abundant lizards. So mimicking lizard
predators may have driven speciation in
these butterflies. Just how important

A
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the precision with which the model is
mimicked remains unknown, but
different owl butterflies show
considerable variation in the detail of
the patterns surrounding the eye-spots.
Do they represent different models in
different parts of their range? Only
time will tell. It’s just a pity David will
not be around to continue to look past
the obvious. However good the
mimicry though, it seems unlikely that
the more accurate name of ‘Lizard
butterflies’ will ever catch on.

References

Stradling DJ (1976) The nature of the mimetic patterns of the brassolid genera
Caligo and Eryphanis. Ecological Entomology 1, 135-138.       

Quesnel VC & Stradling DJ (2012) Evidence for the function of the eye-spots in
the butterfly genera Caligo and Eryphanis (Lepidoptera: Nymphalidae:
Morphinae: Brassolini). Living World, Journal of The Trinidad and Tobago Field
Naturalists’ Club 2012, 12-19.

Fig. 1. A) A Caligo illioneus butterfly at rest showing its cryptic pattern conspicuous eyespots. B) is the gecko Thecadactylus rapicauda in
profile an abundant predator of Caligo butterflies. C) is a computer superimposition of the butterfly and lizard. The level of mimicry is greatly
enhanced by the secondary smaller ‘eye-spot’, representing the lizard’s tympanum, in addition to the highlighted profile of the head and
shoulder region. The tympanum in (Fig. 1B) is unclear because the gecko was photographed in bright light with direct flash rather than
natural overhead lighting. For this reason the pupil of the eye is reduced to a slit and the ‘concavity’ of the tympanum lost.

B

C
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Durrellian Odyssey –
An entomological

journey to the island

of Corfu

ARTICLE

Dr Peter G. Sutton FRES

petersutton@freeuk.com

Peter Sutton is Head of Science at an
academy in St. Albans.

I owe Lawrence Durrell a considerable
debt of gratitude for two decisions that
he made during his lifetime. The first
was his decision to move to the Greek
island of Corfu in the mid-1930s which
paved the way for the relocation of the
Durrell family in 1935. The second was
his decision to encourage his younger
brother, Gerald Durrell to write about
his experiences as a young naturalist on
the island. Both decisions were
instrumental in the appearance of
Gerald Durrell’s trilogy of books about
his time in Corfu, and it was the first of
this trilogy, My Family and Other
Animals (1956), that was to have a
profound effect on my own life as a
naturalist. I must confess that I did not
read Gerald Durrell’s books as a child,
although I saw the whole series on the
shelves in our town library as I sought
to gratify my insatiable appetite for

illustrated books about insects.
However, another book among that
number, which exemplified the
Durrells’ hands-on approach to the
study of nature, was to have an equally
important effect on my development,
beginning with a collection of dried
aquatic insects in an old cutlery case
that made the clothes in my wardrobe
smell of fish. It was The Amateur
Naturalist by Gerald and Lee Durrell
(1982). It was this book, with its
photographs of insects that could be
found in different habitats, and its
detailed descriptions of how to collect,
look after and study small creatures,
that fired my imagination, spurred me
on to investigate new habitats and
their occupants, and had my parents
living in fear of what they might
encounter when they entered my
bedroom. 

The Greek island of Corfu, with a view of the highlands
from Mount Pantokrator. In the far distance is Durrell's
famous Lake of Lilies - Lake Antiniotissa.
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Figure 1. Gerald and Lee Durrell with The Amateur Naturalist (Photograph reproduced with
kind permission from the Durrell Collection)

It was therefore the Durrells, through
their collective influence, who were
responsible for the majority of screams
that came from our small townhouse,
the mud that blocked the plugholes
from clothes that I was asked to wash
myself, and the cries of, “You’ve gone
too far this time!”, when grass snakes
and large predatory diving beetles
appeared in the goldfish pond.

Having overlooked Gerald Durrell’s
books of words as a boy, I was unaware
of his unerring ability to walk his
audience through the stunning
Mediterranean scenery of Corfu, or the
fact that those words could illustrate
the wildlife of this, greenest and lushest
of the Ionian islands, more richly than
any picture. It was not until I was
finally introduced to My Family and
Other Animals in the form of the
captivating BBC adaptation in the late
1980s, that I began to realise what I had
been missing, and watching this
enchanting story about the formative
years of one of the world’s most
inspiring conservationists became a
regular Sunday evening event. One
sequence in particular, in which a
convict that the young Gerald Durrell
had befriended helped him to catch a
freshwater terrapin at one of Corfu’s
beautiful and ephemeral Spring lakes,
galvanised my decision to visit the
island one day and see its riches for
myself. Little did I realise, at the time,
that it would become something of an
all-consuming passion. 

My first visit to Corfu, in 1994, did
not disappoint, and introduced me to
the invertebrates and reptiles of the
island that would provide an excuse for

all future visits. In the meantime, I
began to immerse myself in the
literature of Gerald (1956, 1969, 1978),
and then Lawrence Durrell (1945),
who painted an intimate picture of
Corfu and its inhabitants. This,
inevitably, introduced the polymath Dr
Theodore Stephanides who would
complete the circle regarding my
studies of the invertebrate fauna of
Corfu. It is no surprise that the studies
of this remarkable man made their way

Figure 2. The Greek polymath, Dr Theodore Stephanides: scientist, medical practitioner,
astronomer, naturalist, author, poet, and friend and mentor to the young Gerald Durrell.
(Picture reproduced from Island Trails © Theodore Stephanides, 1973).

into The Bulletin of Entomological
Research (from its 41 Queen’s Gate
headquarters) and I have been
astonished by the fact that so many
pathways of knowledge, from the
completion of a modern checklist for
the Odonata, to the investigation of
water beetles, and even the study of the
freshwater crab, Potamon fluviatile, must
all proceed through his original work on
the freshwater biology of the island
(Stephanides, 1948), or risk error.

However, it should be noted that
without a major stroke of luck, this
situation might have been very
different, since the Durrells’ and
Stephanides’ were both affected by the
insanity of world events at the end of
the 1930’s. Stephanides, in the Epilogue
to his book, Island Trails (Stephanides,
1973), after describing how his books,
scientific collections and most of his
notes, had gone up in smoke during
wartime attacks on a Corfu town, goes
on to write about his (and our), good
fortune:

“The manuscript of my magnum opus,
A Survey of the Freshwater Biology of
Corfu and of Certain Other Areas of
Greece, was saved by a happy chance
and was published in 1948 by the
Hellenic Institute of Freshwater
Biology.”
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In his own, inimitable style, he goes
on to write: 

“I have never heard of it becoming a
best seller in spite of the fact that it
contains, among other good things, a
suggestive account of the sexual
aberrations of the water-flea Cyclops
bicuspidatus Claus var. lubbocki Brady.”

Gerald Durrell provides a further
insight into the character of
Stephanides in his introduction to the
above book, Island Trails:

“Theodore had and has all the best
qualities of the Victorian Naturalists:
insatiable interest in the world he
inhabits, and that ability to illuminate
any topic with his own observations
and thoughts. This, coupled with a
puckish sense of humour, a prodigious
memory and an ability to pack forty-
eight hours into twenty four, makes up
a very extraordinary man.”

He goes on to exemplify that
‘insatiable interest’ as Theodore, ‘the
most unwarlike of men’, was bombed
and machine-gunned as he retreated
across Crete with the Allied Army in
World War Two:

“…who but Theodore would relate how,
when the Stukas dived and machine-
gunned the road, he flung himself face
downwards in a ditch and was ‘interested
to note’ two species of mosquito larvae
he had not ‘previously encountered’?”

It is very clear that Theodore
Stephanides’ guiding influence
accelerated the development of the
young Gerald Durrell as a naturalist,
and the extent of his influence is
indicated in the dedication written to
Stephanides in The Amateur Naturalist:

“This book is for Theo my mentor and
friend, without whose guidance I
would have achieved nothing.”

Figure 3. Theodore Stephanides in his study with Gerald Durrell, by the artist Paul Cox
(Reproduced with kind permission from the Durrell Collection).

Stephanides’ interest in aquatic life
led to a number of important
discoveries. In addition to producing his
seminal work on the freshwater fauna
of Corfu and parts of mainland Greece,
three species of microscopic water
organisms are named after him:
Cytherois stephanidesi, Shizopera
stephanidesi, and Thermocyclops
stephanidesi 1. 

His interest in the smaller aquatic
fauna also allowed him to become
something of a recognised expert in the
field of microscopy, culminating in his
book The Microscope and the Practical
Principles of Observation (Stephanides,
1947). Stephanides went on to conduct
important research for the anti-malarial
unit founded by the Rockefeller
Foundation in Salonica. His work on
the influence of the anti-malarial fish
Gambusia affinis, in particular,
highlights his knowledgeable approach
regarding the consequences of
disrupting the ecological balance, and
he warns against the injudicious use of
an organism which can do more harm
than good through its “wholesale
destruction of the Entomostraca and
aquatic insects” (Stephanides, 1964).
(Stephanides had previously offered
sage advice regarding anti-malarial
measures in his pre-war work on the
mosquitoes of Corfu (Stephanides,
1937) concerning the erroneous
assumption that larger bodies of water
(which were generally drained or
treated with larvicidal substances fatal
to natural predators of mosquito
larvae) were largely responsible for
harbouring the offending larvae.)

The work of Theodore Stephanides
therefore laid the foundation for future
naturalists to study the aquatic fauna of
Corfu, and my own work on the island,
as well as the work of others, has
exemplified the importance of using
his study as a first point of reference.
On at least two occasions, for example,
literature has been put forward
describing new records for the island,
only to find that Stephanides had
previously described the species of
interest in his work.  One of the
problems that undoubtedly led to this
state of affairs (other than an
assumption that it must surely be
outdated) is the rarity of the 1948
publication, which now, apparently,
resides in only seven academic

1 In keeping with his broad-ranging interests, a
crater on the moon in the South Eastern
Highlands of the Sea of Serenity is also named
after Stephanides, and is unofficially known as
Stephanides (Romer-A).

Antenna 36 (4) 223



institutions worldwide.  When I tried to
locate a copy for my own studies of the
freshwater life of Corfu, I was unable
to obtain a transcript until, in February
2012, I was very kindly given access to
Dr Stephanides’ work by Dr Lee
Durrell at the Durrell Wildlife Park in
Jersey. It was a great privilege to hold
in my hand Gerald Durrell’s copy of A
survey of the freshwater biology of Corfu
and of certain other regions of Greece,
signed to his friend by Dr Stephanides
himself, and to read from its pages the
vibrant picture of Corfu’s pre-war
freshwater fauna (Figure 4).

In addition to the freshwater life of
Corfu, I have spent much time
studying other groups of invertebrates
and vertebrates, and it is not difficult to

Figure 4. The author and Dr Lee Durrell with Dr Stephanides’ work on the freshwater
biology of Corfu (Copyright: Colin Stevenson).

understand why Gerald Durrell
became so absorbed in the rich and
diverse fauna of Corfu. There has not
been a single visit where I have not
encountered a new species of note on
this remarkable island. What has
continually surprised me is the fact that
I have been able to make regular
contributions to our knowledge of the
island’s entomological fauna, having
previously assumed that a more or less
continuous stream of naturalists would
have built up a comprehensive picture
of the species that inhabit the island.
On the contrary, many groups have had
poor coverage, and even groups that
have been studied by some of Europe’s
finest entomologists have failed to
complete the picture of species

Figure 5. Newly recorded for Corfu, 21.iv.2011, the grasshopper, Tropidopola graeca (Sutton, 2012g).

diversity for the island. This, of course,
is related to the time and resources that
these groups or individuals have been
able to dedicate to the island, and the
fact that generally speaking, they have
examined Corfu as but a small part of a
much bigger picture regarding the
fabulous biodiversity of Greece. This
situation has allowed me, through
productive collaboration and
considerable support from those
involved with the study of invertebrate
life on Corfu, to first construct, and
then revise, comprehensive taxonomic
lists for the Rhopalocera (Sutton:
2009b, 2012d), Odonata
(Sutton:2009c), Orthoptera and allied
species (2009d) and some aspects of the
Carabidae, i.e. Cicindelinae, Carabinae,
Scaritinae, Brachininae (Sutton, 2012f).
Other coleopteran groups studied to a
lesser (i.e. recorded) or greater (i.e.
taxonomically evaluated) extent,
include the larger Dytiscidae (Sutton,
2012c), Cerambycidae (Sutton, 2009d,
2010) and Scarabaeidae (2009d, 2009f,
2010, 2012e).

The checklists provided have been
annotated, illustrated, and referenced,
and generally provide a history of how
the modern list has been progressively
built up over the course of time, with
appropriate acknowledgements to
previous workers.

These studies have shown that there
is still much scope for continuing work,
be it finding new species for the island
e.g. Tropidopola graeca Uvarov 1926
(Figure 5; Sutton, 2012g) or the Great
Banded Grayling Kanetisa circe Fabricius
1775 (Figure 6; Sutton, 2009b).
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Figure 6. Newly recorded for Corfu in 2002, the Great Banded Grayling, Kanetisa circe
(Sutton, 2009b)

Figure 7. A species in its own right? Dytiscus mutinensis Pederzani, 1971(Sutton, 2012c)

DNA studies to aid the taxonomic
determination of species e.g. Dytiscus
mutinensis (Pederzani, 1971), (Figure 7;
Sutton, 2012c); Gryllotalpa sp. (Figure
8, Sutton, 2009e), or the elucidation of
habitat requirements to assist the
conservation of increasingly threatened
species e.g. for the Greek Red Damsel
Pyrrhosoma elisabethae Schmidt, 1948
(Figure 9).

These studies have also revealed the
influence of climatic change, through
the recent arrival of new species that
are currently increasing their
geographical range in response to
climatic amelioration e.g. the Plain
Tiger Danaus chrysippus (Linnaeus,
1758); Violet Dropwing Trithemis
annulata (Palisot de Beauvois, 1807)
(Figure 10); and the Black Pennant
Selysiothemis nigra (Vander Linden,
1825) (Figure 11).

Recent visits to Corfu have
continued to provide valuable
information about life on the island,
culminating in a second edition of the
AES Bulletin dedicated to the
entomological fauna of Corfu, which
appeared earlier this year. These well-
illustrated special editions (August
2009 and April 2012) now provide a
fairly comprehensive account of what
an entomologist can reasonably expect
to find regarding the groups covered,
with the on-going promise of an island
that continues to reveal its secrets.  By
way of example, for many years I have
been searching for the Greek Red
Damsel Pyrrhosoma elisabethae (Figure
8 and cover picture) with little
success. Regular requests for
information (e.g. Sutton, 2012b)
understandably, failed to produce any
positive response for this great rarity.
Little is known about its specific
habitat requirements e.g. “Poorly
known: found in richly vegetated
streams” (Dijkstra and Lewington,
2006). As luck would have it, I finally
caught up with this species in June
this year, whilst searching for
freshwater blennies and eels in a
stream that my son and I had found by
chance, and we watched in awe as this
scarlet damselfly materialised from the
bankside vegetation and danced above
the sun-spangled water. The cool
spring-fed stream was indeed well
vegetated (Figure 12), and teeming
with dragonflies and damselflies in
spite of the good number of fish and
frogs present. It was not long before
we found a female specimen of the
form melanotum (Figure 13).

Figure 8. The Mole Cricket Gryllotalpa sp., the identity of this (or these) species in Corfu
remains unknown. Distribution maps (Willemse, 1984) suggest that it is likely to be
Gryllotalpa krimbasi (Sutton, 2009e).
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Figure 9. The critically endangered Greek Red Damsel,
Pyrrhosoma elisabethae Schmidt, 1948. In 2009 it was
reported that, “No more than 14 localities have yet been
identified, at several of which it has subsequently become
extinct.” (Boudot et al., 2009).

Figure 10. The Violet Dropwing Trithemis annulata (Palisot
de Beauvois, 1807) which was first recorded in Corfu in 1994
(Lopau, 1999).

Figure 11. The Black Pennant Selysiothemis nigra (Vander
Linden, 1825) first recorded in Corfu on 28.v.2007 (Sutton,
2009c).

Figure 12. Spring-fed stream holding a population of the Greek Red Damsel,
Pyrrhosoma elisabethae, Corfu.

Figure 13. Female Greek Red Damsel Pyrrhosoma elisabethae f. melanotum.
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Figure 14. Larva of the Great Silver Water Beetle Hydrophilus piceus.

Figure 15. Lesser Silver Water Beetle Hydrochara caraboides.

Figure 16. A pair of Lesser Silver Water Beetles Hydrochara caraboides.

Similarly, regarding another species
that I had not encountered, and having
seen an entry in Theodore Stephanides’
freshwater tome that read:

Hydrous (Hydrochara) caraboides L.,
Ditches, pools. Rare. Spring.

I encountered this species whilst
searching for the larvae of the Great
Silver Water Beetle Hydrophilus piceus
L. (Figure 14), and managed to pick up
a pair from a pond near Ermones
(Figures 15 &16).

There have been many other
surprises, particularly on the
orthopteran front. The spectacular
lemon-yellow form of the Great Green
Bush-cricket Tettigonia viridissima
(Figure 17) was discovered hunting on
an Oleander bush early one evening at
Agios Georgios to the south of the
Korission Lagoon, and the immense
Greek Magician Saga hellenica (Figure
18) was found in the Garrigue on the
hills above Durrell’s famous Lake of
Lilies, Lake Antiniotissa, in the north-
west of the island.

In conclusion, while there have been
some fairly dramatic changes to the
island of Corfu over the last 50 years,
the magic of Durrell’s Corfu still exists,
and for those who wish to explore the
island, there are still some
extraordinary finds to be made. 

I have no doubt that the island will
continue to be a source of study and
wonder for many years to come.
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Figure 17. Yellow form of the Great Green Bush-cricket Tettigonia viridissima, Agios Georgios.
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Figure 18. The Greek Magician  Saga hellenica, Lake Antiniotissa.

Figure 19. (From left to right) the author, Dr Spiros Giourgas, and Leonidas Collas, Secretary General for the Hellenic Society for the
Protection of Nature.
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