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ROYAL ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY WILL HIGHLIGHT CRUCIAL ROLE OF INSECTS IN OUR CHANGING 
WORLD WITH FIRST EVER RHS CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW GARDEN 

 

 
The Royal Entomological Society Garden, designed by Tom Massey and supported by Project Giving 
Back, will be unveiled at RHS Chelsea Flower Show 2023 (23 – 27 May) before being relocated as a 
teaching garden and long-term opportunity for insect study as part of the Royal Entomological 
Society’s (RES) planned UK network of gardens. The garden will show how remarkable and valuable 
insects are with visible insect science taking place in the unique - insect eye inspired - outdoor 
laboratory at the show.  
  
Speaking about the Chelsea garden and his wider collaboration with one of the world’s leading 
insect science organisations, Tom Massey says: 
  
“The future of our planet hangs in the balance and better understanding of insects could provide the 
answers to many of our climate and biodiversity crisis questions. I am really excited to be working 
with RES to raise awareness of insects and their importance in gardens, the wider UK landscape and 
the global environment. Insects are key species in our ecosystems, but many are suffering mass 
global decline. We have a vital role to play in their recovery and survival, just as they do in ours.” 
  
Research into pollination, food security and vector borne diseases is widely accepted as critical to 
our survival in a changing world and despite their crucial role in ecosystems across the planet, insect 
conservation is often undervalued when compared with mammal and bird conservation.  



 
  
The garden’s outdoor laboratory, built into a hillside, takes visitors down into the landscape, offering 
an ‘insect eye view’ and a space in which to study. A moveable projector screen links to microscopes 
in the lab, giving the opportunity to show enlarged insects at magnified scale, revealing their 
fascinating morphology and offering opportunities for education. The lab’s roof structure is inspired 
by a compound insect eye and will provide ‘modules’ permeable to insects, providing an accessible 
opportunity for on-site research, study and identification. During the week of the show the lab will 
be used for real scientific research, monitoring and studying insects visiting the garden. 
 
Simon Ward, CEO at RES, said: 
  
“The Royal Entomological Society Garden at RHS Chelsea Flower Show 2023 presents an incredible 
platform for us to engage with a wide audience about the benefits of insect science and we are 
hugely grateful to Project Giving Back for giving us the opportunity. The garden will help us highlight 
the role gardeners play in providing food and habitats for a wide range of insects, whilst balancing 
the need to control a small number of insect species responsibly. We will show the exciting 
connections between people and insects, and how innovative science allows better understanding of 
those connections. Through public engagement at the show, and the wider publicity opportunities 
Chelsea offers, we hope to significantly raise the profile of insect science and its importance to 
everyone who values our planet.” 
  
RES exists to advance insect science through research and global scientific collaboration and to 
increase public understanding and appreciation of insects and the diverse and important roles they 
play in our global ecosystems. The Royal Entomological Society Garden will provide an inspiring 
place in which insects can be studied, researched, and observed in a beautiful and natural 
environment. It will encourage visitors to consider their relationship with insects in their own 
gardens and, through its relocation after the show, the garden will play a key role in inspiring insect 
scientists of the future.  
  
Hattie Ghaui, CEO of Project Giving Back, said: 
  
“We're really excited to be supporting the Royal Entomological Society Garden in 2023 – insects hold 
such a fascination for people of all ages. What we particularly love about Tom’s design is the way, 
through the interactive visual display of the garden laboratory, visitors will be encouraged to learn 
about and appreciate less well-known insects in all their microscopic glory. I can’t wait to learn more 
about some of our smallest garden visitors and am excited to see how the entomology team will 
survey and track the biodiversity of the garden during and beyond the show.” 
  
For further information about RES visit www.royentsoc.org. Tickets for RHS Chelsea Flower Show, 
which runs from 23 – 27 May 2023, are now on sale via the RHS website here.  
  
ENDS 
For media enquiries about the Royal Entomological Society, please contact Jennie Spears or Clare 
Johnson at Bloom PR & Communications at hello@bloom-pr.co.uk 
  
For more information about or images from the RHS Chelsea Flower Show, please contact the RHS 
Press Office at showspr@rhs.org.uk  



 
  
NOTES FOR EDITORS 
  
Entomology is the study of insects. More than one million different species of insect have been 
described to date. They are the most abundant group of animals in the world and live in almost 
every habitat. Insects have lived on earth for more than 350 million years. Entomology is crucial to 
our understanding of human disease, agriculture, evolution, ecology and biodiversity. 
  
Entomologists are people who study insects, as a career, as amateurs or both. 
  
 About Royal Entomological Society 
The Royal Entomological Society (RES) is devoted to the understanding and development of insect 
science. It is one of the world’s leading authorities on insect conservation and control, supporting 
international collaboration, research and the publication of insect science discoveries and 
understanding. RES aims to show every person how remarkable and valuable insects are and wants 
to enrich the world with insect science. It funds, organises and supports events and activities for 
anyone that wants to learn more about insects and entomology through its outreach and education 
programmes. 
  
Find out more and become a member at www.royentsoc.org  
  
About Project Giving Back 
Project Giving Back (PGB) is a unique grant-making organisation set up with the sole purpose of 
providing funding for gardens for good causes at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show. PGB was launched in 
May 2021, with funding from two private individuals who wish to remain anonymous, in response to 
the Covid-19 pandemic and its devastating effects on UK charitable fundraising - effects that have 
since been exacerbated by the cost of living crisis.  
  
PGB will fund up to 42 gardens inspired by a range of good causes at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show 
in 2022, 2023 and 2024. Find out more at givingback.org.uk.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


