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Colony Insect Welfare Monitoring and Record-Keeping Log

Laboratory/Project Name: __________________________
Species: ______________________________________
Colony ID / Enclosure #: _________________________
Principal Investigator: ___________________________
Responsible Staff/Observer: ____________________________
Start Date: _______________   End Date (if applicable): _______________
Frequency of Checks (e.g., Daily / Twice Daily / Weekly): _______________
Note the last page for acceptable thresholds. Ensure this is printed for ease of reference.
Why Maintain a Welfare Guide?
 - Ensures consistent care and improves reproducibility
- Simplifies writing ethics applications and protocols
- Strengthens training for new staff and students
- Builds trust with institutions and ethics reviewers







Section 1: Daily Welfare Monitoring Log
	Date
	Time
	Observer
	Temp (°C)
	Humidity (%)
	Food Checked (Yes/No)
	Behaviour Normal? (Yes/No)
	Notes (feeding, clustering, distress, deaths)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Section 2: Removed / Deceased Individuals
	Date
	No. Removed
	Reason (e.g. distress, death)
	Action Taken (e.g. euthanised, isolated)
	Notes

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Section 3: Enclosure Maintenance Log
	Date
	Action Taken (e.g. cleaning, feeding)
	Observer
	Notes

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




Section 4: Species-Specific Welfare Notes (Optional Summary)
Use this section to summarise any observed patterns, concerns, or deviations from expected behaviour or husbandry. This can support ethics reviews, lab meetings, or updates to SOPs.






Reminder: This document forms part of your lab’s welfare assurance and may be submitted as a supporting document in ethics applications. Store securely and retain in accordance with institutional data policies.
Last updated: ________________________
by ________________________


Printable Colony Welfare Summary Poster

Normal Behavior and Appearance
· Species-specific activity patterns (e.g. nocturnal, gregarious)
- Typical movement, feeding, grooming, and interaction
- Physical appearance: intact limbs, upright posture, clean body


Preferred Environmental Ranges
- Temperature: _______°C   |   Humidity: _______%   |   Light cycle: _______
- Adjust based on known ecological preferences


Handling Tips
- Use soft tools (e.g. paintbrushes, suction devices) where needed
- Minimise handling duration; handle during inactive periods if possible
- Avoid overcrowding during transfers





Signs of Stress, Injury, or Illness
- Lethargy, unresponsiveness, failure to feed
- Wing or limb damage, discolouration, tremors
- Isolation from colony or abnormal posture


Anaesthesia, Euthanasia, and Emergency Intervention
- Anaesthesia: 
- Euthanasia: [e.g. liquid nitrogen immersion, anaesthetic overdose]
- Emergency: Remove and isolate affected individuals; report to supervisor
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